The westernmost of the Iroquois languages is Seneca, now spoken by about 100 
people in three communities in western New York State: Cattaraugus, Allegany, and 
Tonawanda (Wallace Chafe p.c. 1999). Asher Wright, a missionary at Buffalo Creek 
(Cattaraugus), published primers (1836, 1842), a periodical. The Mental Elevator 
(1841-50), and translations of the gospel (1874). J.N.B. Hewitt of the BAE published 
extensive texts with interlinear and free translations (1903, 1918). Early works on 



grammatical structure are in Preston & Voegelin 1949 and Holmer 1952, 1953b, 1954. 
Major work on the language by Wallace Chafe includes grammatical notes (1959a), 
grammatical sketches (1960-1, 1996), a handbook with grammatical notes and 
vocabulary (1963), and dictionaries (1967, 1983a). There are special treatments of 
internal reconstruction (1959b), consequential verbs (1980), oral and literary styles 
(1981, 1993a, 1994 ch 12), puns (1998), and information flow (1985). Additional work 
on phonetics is in Dean- John 1983 and Dean- John et al. 1985; and on phonology and 
morphology in Dudley 1974, Sustakoski 1974, and Oehrle et al. 1985. Linguistic 
evidence for dating religious practices is in Chafe 1964, and acculturation is described 
in McElwain 1979a. A major work is the Seneca Thanksgiving Rituals (Chafe 1961). 
Additional texts are in McElwain 1979b, Chafe & Curry 1980, Chafe & Jones 1980, 
Chafe & Snow 1980, Fenton & Redeye 1980, and Mithun & Peterson 1980. 
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